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Name of Project:

Defining and Responding to Aboriginal Homelessness in Flin Flon

Research Start-up Summary and Abstract:

A number of studies have emphasized the over-representation of Aboriginal people in the urban homeless
population (Belanger 2012; Leach 2010). Nevertheless there are few studies focussing on Aboriginal homeless
people, and most of those have occurred in large southern cities (but see Abele et al 2012 and Falvo 2011). The
characteristics of Aboriginal homeless individuals in small northern communities may be quite different from
those in larger cities and the network of services and policy responses that these communities can offer may also
be different. This study will attempt to obtain information about the characteristics and experiences of the
homeless population in Flin Flon with the goal of identifying possible policy responses to their needs.

Name of Principal Investigator:

Professor Evelyn Peters, University of Winnipeg

Collaborating Friendship Centre and/or other urban Aboriginal organization:

Flin Flon Aboriginal Friendship Centre

Engagement objectives:

The objectives of this research are:

1) to work with the Flin Flon Friendship Centreto document the characteristics and needs of the
homeless Aboriginal population in Flin Flon;

2) to build research capacity by developing appropriate methods and instruments for studying the
characteristics and dynamics of homeless Aboriginal people in small northern communities;

3) to develop recommendations for policy responses, and

4) to communicate results to a variety of relevant audiences.

Main contact:

Evelyn Peters, Professor and Canada Research Chair, Urban and Inner City Studies, University of
Winnipeg



